Follicular aspiration and in vitro fertilization associated with pelvic reconstructive surgery.
Between August 1982 and May 1987, 103 patients underwent in vitro fertilization-embryo transfer (IVF-ET) in association with pelvic reconstructive surgery for infertility. Follicular stimulation was induced with clomiphene citrate and laparotomy scheduled day 12 to 15 of the menstrual cycle. Ultrasound measurements of follicular diameter and number of follicles were obtained on the day of human chorionic gonadotropin (hCG) administration, and laparotomy and ovum retrieval performed 36 hours later. Embryo transfer was performed 48 to 72 hours after insemination. Patients were treated postoperatively with intramuscular progesterone. In addition to evaluating the overall pregnancy rate, the outcome of patients having one or more follicles greater than or equal to 1.4 cm in mean diameter (group A) were compared to those in group B (no follicles greater than or equal to 1.4 cm in diameter). The number of oocytes obtained and the fertilization rate and polyspermic fertilization rate were not significantly different between groups; 10.1% of patients in group A conceived but no patient conceived in group B, yielding an overall pregnancy rate of 8.7%. These data suggest that physicians having IVF-ET at their disposal offer patients IVF during pelvic reconstructive surgery.